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 "I don't know what I think until I see what I said" (E. M. Forester)

The CCT Synthesis Project: 

This capstone experience is an opportunity for students to synthesize

their practical and theoretical learning in critical and creative thinking

through an interest-based project. There are many specific options for the Synthesis project, from the development of a traditional theoretical paper to a curriculum or professional development series, to the creation of a web site.  One component of each option is a 20-40 page paper or Synthesis. Through the meetings, activities, and tasks of the Synthesis seminar, the instructor coaches students along towards completing the Synthesis and encourages students to provide feedback and support for each other.

Students should spend the break between semesters doing reading and     

research on their project in consultation with their advisor and other

readers.  Once the semester starts, each class meeting will begin with a

progress check-in and end with a check-out on specific goals for the coming week.  Students should aim for 6 pages or 1200-1500 words of new and/or well revised material each week. In between check-in and check-out, class will be spent on the sequences in the writing process. Time will also be provided for student-instructor conferences and for students to work with each other in "buddy" pairs or small groups. If possible, students should bring a lap-top computer to class to facilitate writing and revising.

Outside of class, students will submit drafts to their advisor and readers, and meet with them according to pre-arranged schedules/sub-deadlines. The advisor is the primary person with whom students work on conceptualizing the topic, identifying appropriate scope and approach, and revising drafts.  Students should allow sufficient time for comments on what they submit to the seminar instructor.

Given the teaching/advising load of faculty, students should not rely

on their advisor or reader(s) to do detailed copy-editing of their writing.

Moreover, a copy-editing relationship between student and teacher usually

gets in the way of dialogue around the content and overall organization of

the synthesis.  Assistance from some outside party, skilled in manuscript-editing, should be arranged by each student. This is well-worth the cost.

1. The final Synthesis should be 20-40 pages (4500-9000 words), depending

on the option selected. It should follow Graduate School Guidelines and be adjusted according to Structural Standards (M. Liblanc, 1999).

2. Students can choose from the following options for their Synthesis Project: 

• Long essay/paper

• Case Study/Practitioner's Narratives

• Curriculum Unit/ Professional Development Workshop Series

• Original Products (with documentation)

• Arts Option (Performance) (also with documentation)

The Graduate Bulletin and CCT Handbook provide further description of these options. In addition, theses and syntheses from previous years can be viewed in the CCT Office. Abstracts can be viewed on the CCT website

(omega.cc.umb.edu/~cct/abstracts-TOC.html).

3. As part of the Synthesis Project, the following is required:

• an abstract of the synthesis, submitted in electronic form for

inclusion on the CCT website and for publication by the University

• a public presentation (CCT in Practice Open House), during which each student presents their project (approx.45 -60 minutes: 11/28 and 12/5)

• a self-assessment which centers on the Synthesis experience, but allows some room for you to review your CCT experience as a whole; a copy will be kept in your CCT file to help document the program's effect on students. This self-assessment asks you to reflect on the twenty goals listed at the end of the syllabus. After completing this assessment you will be able, along with input from readers and the course instructor, to determine your own grade.  

Texts and Materials

Liblanc, M. (1999). Structural Standards for Preparing a Synthesis Product, Boston: University of Massachusetts Boston Critical and Creative Thinking Program (xerox)

Office of Graduate Studies and Research. (1999). Guidelines for the Preparation of Theses & Dissertations at the University of Massachusetts Boston, January edition. Boston: UMB("The Gray Book")

Turabian, K.L. (1996). A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Publication Manual of The American Psychological Association (2000).

Schedule of Classes: 

9/10
What is the purpose of your Synthesis project? 

• check-in

• syllabus

• communicating your vision (subject, audience, purpose: who I want to

   influence/affect concerning what)

• peer review of proposal

• projected timeline of tasks and activities

• check out: goals for the coming week (re: arrange sub-deadlines

  with advisor and readers; bibliographic materials) 

9/17
How will you set the stage for the reader to understand why you 
have chosen this topic/issue? (Ch 1: Introduction)

• check-in

• function and components of the introduction: communicating this orally (an exercise)

• peer/instructor review

• check-out: goals for the coming week 

9/24
What background information will you incorporate, applicable to 
your content area? (Ch 2: Lit Review)

• check-in

• integrating your bibliography (lit review) into your own thinking: does

   your background information sufficiently address your topic? 

• strategies for writing Chapter 2

• peer/instructor review re: strategies

• check-out

10/1
What is your thesis and component arguments? (Ch 3/4)

• check-in

• clarifying your synthesis formulation, thesis question/issue and component

   arguments

• outlining and map making

• peer/instructor review

• check-out

10/ 8
Holiday: no class

10/15 How will you present your Synthesis to your classmates?

• check-in

• clarification through communication: preparation and practice

   presentation in front of classmates; AV/other presentation needs?

• check-out 

10/22 Practice presentation for your classmates

• check-in

• ready, set, go!.... presenting your presentation

• check-out

10/29 Practice presentation for your classmates

• check-in

• presenting your presentation

• target date for submission to readers of complete draft

• check-out

11/ 5
Does your writing capture the reader's attention, move a person 
along in steps so they understand/appreciate your ideas?

• check-in

• assessing the flow, sequencing, embellishment of ideas in the writing (problem finding in each section: SCAMPER-ing around)

• peer/instructor review

• check-out

11/12 Finalization of Synthesis and preparing an open-house presentation

• check-in

• refining the writing process: tightening the relationship between chapters,

   improving the flow of the language, proof-reading, etc.

• check-out

11/19 Assessing Synthesis process and product

• check-in

• responding to authentic assessment measures 

• check-out

11/26 Public presentations

12/3
Public presentations 
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