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developing reflective practice and changing our schools, workplaces, and lives
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Critical and Creative Thinking
The Masters degree (M.A.) and Graduate Certificate in Critical and Creative Thinking are designed for educators and other professionals motivated to transform their work and lives and interested to learn from others whose interests and backgrounds are diverse.  The curriculum fosters understanding of the processes of critical thinking, creativity, and reflective practice, and of ways to help others develop these processes.  Many opportunities are provided for students to translate what they learn into strategies, materials and interventions for use in their own educational, professional, and social settings.  Students graduate better equipped for promoting their individual creative products, fulfilling the needs of their schools, workplaces, and communities, adapting to social changes, continuing to learn, and collaborating with others to these ends.

Programs of Study

M.A. students complete 11 courses (33 credits):

• four foundation courses in critical thinking, creative thinking, philosophical thought, and cognitive psychology 

•  four electives

• three research and engagement courses culminating in a synthesis that connects students' learning to their specific professional or personal situation.

The elective courses allow students to define specific areas in which they explore their CCT-related interests, such as creative thinking at work, science in a changing world, gifted and talented education, critical and creative thinking in literature/arts/music, dialogue and collaboration in organizational change. Areas of specialization may be constructed through cooperation with other UMass Boston graduate programs, such as Instructional Design, Special Education, Public Policy, and Dispute Resolution.

Certificate students complete 5 courses (15 credits), consisting of 1-3 foundation courses and 1-3 electives, and complete an exit performance as part of one of the courses (usually CCT692).  In partnership with the Division of Continuing Education, special versions of the CCT certificates are offered in:

• Creative Thinking at Work

• Science in a Changing World

CCT courses are offered in both face-to-face and online sections. The Certificate can be completed completely online.  The M.A. can be completed at a distance by combining online courses with face-to-face courses designed to bring in a small number of students from a distance by internet and speakerphone during regular class meeting times.

Application Process

Admission requirements for M.A. and Certificate programs include a statement of interest, letters of recommendation, and a strong undergraduate GPA.  Additional information about joining and moving through the CCT program is provided in the CCT Handbook, available at www.cct.umb.edu/handbook.html.  For an appointment to discuss your interests further, please contact the Program at 617.287.7636 or cct@umb.edu.

Application materials are available online at www.umb.edu/ admissions/graduate/apply/, where you can also view the tuition and fee schedule and request the Graduate Bulletin and other material be mailed to you.  The Graduate Admissions office can be contacted at 617.287-6400 and bos.gadm@umb.edu.

Activities and Resources 

To extend students' and graduates' personal & professional development, community building, and educational-innovation activities beyond the formal programs of study, CCT hosts the CCT Network (monthly events), the CCT Network "ning" (social network site), a wiki (for CCT-related tools and for course work in progress), regular email news, and Open Houses.  For details, see the CCT website, www.cct.umb.edu, and wiki, cct.wikispaces.com.

Impact on Students

Given the range of practitioners that choose to undertake studies in CCT, the Program cannot measure its impact in terms of numerical production of, say, certified teachers, principals, or nurses. Instead, the Program's success in fulfilling its mission has to be read from the synthesis projects, exit self-assessments, and subsequent reports and testimonials.  For examples, see www.cct.umb.edu/impacts.html.
"a transformational experience that has reshaped and redirected my life"

"provided me with the balance of structure and freedom I needed to reach my potential"

"changed the way I think about and relate to the world around me"

"assisted us in transitioning into new leadership roles that support our staff"
Regular Faculty

Lawrence Blum •Ethics and Moral Philosophy • Anti-racist and multicultural education

Nina Greenwald •Educational Psychology •Creative Thinking and Problem Solving •Problem-based learning •Gifted Education •Multiple Intelligences

Arthur Millman •Philosophy of Science and Technology •Scientific Method 

Carol Smith •Children and Science •Conceptual Change •Cognitive Development 

Peter Taylor (Program Coordinator) •Science, Technology, and Society •Social Analysis of Environmental and Health Sciences • Reflective Practice

Brian White •Biology Education •Educational Software and Multimedia
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