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"An individual has not 
started living until he can rise 

above the narrow confines
of his individualistic concerns 

to the broader concerns 
of all humanity."

- Martin Luther King, Jr.



 



 

“Don’t underestimate the power of 
vision and direction. These are 
irresistible forces, able to

transform what might appear to be 
unconquerable obstacles into 

traversable pathways and expanding
opportunities. Strengthen the 

individual. Start with yourself.”
- Jordan B. Peterson



West Newton Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses



 

DRAGAN!



 



Critical media literacy 
is an educational response 

that expands the notion of literacy 
to include different forms of 

mass communication, popular culture, 
and new technologies. 

It deepens the potential of literacy 
education to critically analyse 
relationships between media and 

audiences, information, and power.



 



 



 



 

“Don’t forget how the Soviet Union saved the world from Hitler. In 
the Western popular imagination, particularly the American one, 

World War II is a conflict we won.” 
- Ishaan Tharoor



 

2.4 million



 



 



 

“The US has spent $32 million 
per hour on war since 2001.”

- Brown University’s 
Watson Institute 
for International 
and Public Affairs







 



 



 

Traveling abroad extensively to over 40 countries in my life



 



Why I think this CapStone Project is 
important?  

“Unlike educators in 
Canada, Europe, and Australia, 

many in the US are not even informed enough 
about media literacy 
to even consider it.”

- Prof. Douglas Kellner, 
University of California



 

CONNECTING 
CRITICAL MEDIA LITERACY 

With 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

“The United States is unusual among the 
industrial democracies in the rigidity of the 
system of ideological control indoctrination… 

exercised through the mass media”

- Noam Chomsky



 

“The media's the most powerful 
entity on earth. They control the 

minds of the masses.”
- Malcolm X



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cabD_0h5mcA&t=48s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cabD_0h5mcA&t=48s


 



 



 

CCT = <3



Dante Alighieri, an early Italian Renaissance poet



 



 



 

Epistemology 



 



 

“There is no more neutrality in 
the world. You either have to be 
part of the solution, or you're 
going to be part of the problem”

- Eldridge Cleaver



 

WHAT YOU CAN DO!?   
:D



CRITICAL MEDIA LITERACY
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1. Media Literacy Education affirms that 
people around the world use their 
INDIVIDUAL skills, beliefs and 
experiences to construct their own 
meanings from media messages.  

2. BECOME CONSCIOUS if your beliefs are 
based on inference or evaluation.  

3. Take TIME for pondering, reflection, 
reconsideration AND TALK !!!! 



CRITICAL MEDIA LITERACY
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

4. UNDERSTAND how conservative & liberal 
beliefs relate to confirmation bias & 
groupthink.

5. LEARN to SEE from alternative and multiple 
perspectives.

6. Remain INDEPENDENT of other’s opinions and 
biases.



 

CRITICAL MEDIA LITERACY
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

7. Is the journalist independent? If not, 
research from where pay check comes from. 

8. Research & follow journalists with proven 
track record of fairness and impartiality.

9. Become AWARE of how others from other 
nations have come to their point of view!



CRITICAL MEDIA LITERACY
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

10. Be OPEN to Socratic questioning - 
leading to root questioning and reflection.

11. Be systematic and GOAL ORIENTATED 
toward civic and political truth.

12. DO NOT DESPAIR: CONTROL the narrative 
for your peace of mind!



 

“If everyone fought 
for their own convictions 
there would be no war.”  

- Leo Tolstoy, War & Peace



 

“An informed citizenry is at the 
heart of a dynamic democracy.”  

-Thomas Jefferson



 

Stephan@Treemedia.com

PLEASE READ MY SYNTHESIS!



 

Leila Conners  
Santa Monica

Me
Rome

Raphael de Haro
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Università Luiss

Ph.D. Program in Politics: History, Theory, 
Science The Ph.D. Program in Politics: 

History, Theory, Science, in collaboration 
with the Centre for Ethics and Global 

Politics. Philosophy and political theory, 
ethics of international relations



 



GRAZIE to all fellow students.  
Each of you have impacted me for life 

in your own amazing way.  


