
Culturally Responsiveness 
practices in the IB 
Diploma Program
TAPPING IN THE POTENTIAL OF ACID TESTS TO FOSTER COHERENCE BETWEEN 
THE IB PRINCIPLES AND TEACHING PRACTICES



I used to think… …Now I think

International Education (is, has, tells me, should, does, does not, etc.)



The International Baccalaureate (IB) is

 Well-known educational option for international  education (5,278 schools 
in 158 countries)

 Accredits schools worldwide to teach its programs (a framework with 
flexibility to meet national requirements)

 Provides graduates an IB Diploma which is recognized by colleges 
worldwide



One of my main propositions 

The ‘International’ in international education offer 
by the IB means Western education. This is 
detrimental for the education of students, 

specially those from non-Western countries and 
cultural backgrounds who learn about the IB 

framework by mostly Western teachers. 



IB compared to other pedagogies

The International 
Baccalaureate aims to 

develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to 
create a better and more 
peaceful world through 

intercultural understanding 
and respect 

-IBO Mission-

 Multicultural Education 
 Equity Pedagogy 
 Culturally Responsive 

Education 
 Critical Pedagogy
 Highlander Folk School 



Video 

 Taken from the IB Resources website

 Language A: Literature class to highlight 
collaboration skills

 British International School in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam

Look for: 

 Classroom environment

 Teacher(s) and student population

 Content of the class

 Teaching practices



“Narrated in the first person by 
journalist Thomas Fowler, the 

novel depicts the breakdown of 
French colonialism in Vietnam 

and early American involvement 
in the Vietnam War” 

-The Quiet American Movie Review 
(2003)-

Video: 



Short discussion (only if time allows)

 Would someone like to share?

 Would you be comfortable sharing what you saw (or did not see) in the 
chat?



This is what I saw

 From all the videos in the website.   
(Faculty, Faculty in relation to ss. 
population, classroom environment [Why it 
matters?] Practices, and Content )

 Implications: 
1. Reflective of IB classrooms around 
the world   
2. What the IB has decided to    
showcase as the model to follow. 



My Solution

Proposal:

 Give educators agency to initiate the 
evaluation of their work in regards to cultural 
responsiveness

 Point expatriate educators the direction to 
find material and information that help them 
become culturally responsive

 Support developing the habit of 
implementing daily culturally responsive 
practices with students  from different cultural 
backgrounds 



Acid tests



❓

Bechdel-Wallace test

Laurie Voss Test

Finkbeiner Test 

How about education? 



Realities and complexities of teaching non-
Western cultures. 



Language
Self-reflectionHolistic 

approaches to 
teaching

Criteria



Coming to terms with 
one’s  monolingualism

Standing up to English only 
policies Understanding the 

power of language 
nuances 

Language



Holistic 
approaches to 

teaching

Avoiding sole 
inclusion of

Ethnic heroes

Allowing several 
ways of student 

participation
Facilitating student 

learning communities 



Self-reflection

Constantly questioning 
own cultural experiences 
(ex: where did I learn this 

from? etc.) 

Aiming for self-
knowledge 



James Bank’s 
Diversity within 
Unity
Essential 
Principles 
Checklist 



Timizay Ruiz’s 
Initial Guide to 
Culturally 
Responsive 
Practices 
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