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Science Literacy in the U.S. 

�  Test lower in academics than many first 
world countries 

�  Focus on Adults 
�  Science Literacy > Critical Thinking 

Skills 
�  Science literacy is immensely dependent 

on demographic 







My Background 



Current State of Science 
Communication 
�  Largely Text Based 

�  NYT Science 
�  Wired 
�  Astronomy 
�  National Geographic 
�  Popular Mechanics 
�  IFL Science 
�  Science.com 



Current Trends in Communication Amongst 
Young Adults (16-38) 

�  Largely Visual Based 
�  Listicles (i.e. Buzzfeed) 
�  Memes 
�  Web Comics 
�  Short Interviews 
�  YouTube Channels 
�  NowThis  
�  Easily shared on social media 
�  Short and digestible 



2016 Report for NASA by University of Michigan 



The Oatmeal 



Drunk History 



Adam Ruins Everything 



Mythbusters 



Who are the scientists 
“everyone” knows of? 
� Neil deGrasse Tyson 
�  Bill Nye 
� Michio Kaku 
�  Bill Gates 
�  Brian Cox 
�  Elon Musk 
�  “That girl from the black hole” 



Ideal Science Communicator 

� Welcoming Nature 
� Diversity within Academia 
� Don’t “talk down” 
�  Empathetic to lay persons’ perspective 
�  Takes advantage of social media 
�  Important because they control 

knowledge, how it is shared and who it 
is shared with 

�  Free of elitist or classist bias* 



My Journey in CCT 

�  Putting away my differences with 
academia 

�  Be The Change I want to see 
�  I have a unique perspective 
� Weight of it all 
�  It is okay if learning is small 



Oh, Hello Science 
A scientist and her friend Science explore science  
concepts in their everyday, humorous life. 
 



Science Ain’t a Drag 
Drag personalities sit down with a scientist 
and talk science over bottomless mimosas. 



The Science Boutique 







Web-Comics 





“Outfit of the Day” Posts 



Science in the News 











Take-away 

� Human connection allows people to 
hear information differently 

� Couch science within humorous content 
� When entertained, it isn’t strenuous to 

learn new things 
� Young adults want to know more 

science 
�  Take advantage of social media 



Movin’ Right Along 



Questions & Comments 


