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Context





My stakeholders:

Students

Faculty

Administration

Parents

Educational Consultants

Potential Families



Neurodiversity:

The diversity of human brains and 
minds; the infinite variation of 

neurocognitive functioning within 
our species.



Building a curriculum 
around learning diversity

Classifying an individual into an ontological 
category based on their cognitive profile is a 
disservice to them as a developing learner.

➔ The school
An independent school that celebrates 
individual abilities and supports 
students’ academic and social growth.

➔ My role
I am a learning specialist working to 
develop a program that meets the 
needs of neurodiverse learners.



Comorbidity

 existing simultaneously with and usually independently 
 of another medical condition



Dsxieyla.

http://geon.github.io/programming/2016/03/03/dsxyliea
http://geon.github.io/programming/2016/03/03/dsxyliea


Dyslexia + ADHD



Dyslexia + ADHD + 
Asperger’s Disorder 



My stakeholders learn 
differently:
Auditory Processing Disorders

Dyscalculia

Dyslexia

Language Processing Disorders

Nonverbal Learning Disabilities

Visual Perception and Motor Deficits

ADHD

Dyspraxia

Executive Dysfunction

Anxiety

Depression

Visual Processing Disorders

Asperger’s Disorders

Disorders of Written Expression



Goals of my synthesis

Academic Schedule

Classes in Core 
Competencies

Skills-Based 
Workshops

Soft Skills
Seminars

Classes in Social 
Pragmatics, 

Remedial Language, 
and Wellness

Ongoing evaluations



68%
The percentage of high school students with diagnosed learning 

disabilities who are able to graduate high school.



Plus, they are teenagers.



Motivating Students
From Tony Wagner’s The Global Achievement Gap:

• Accustomed to instant gratification and “always-on” connection 

• Use the web for 1) extending friendships, 2) interest- driven, self-directed 

learning, and 3) as a tool for self- expression 

• Constantly connected, creating, and multitasking in a multimedia world—

everywhere except in school 

• Less fear and respect for authority—accustomed to learning from peers; want 

coaching, but only from adults who don’t “talk down” to them 

• Want to make a difference and do interesting/worthwhile work





Learning 
Diversity



Process/Product
a work in progress



Process:
Engaging in the Research





Why is this important?
Goal:  I want you to understand the steps that an 
individual could take to develop and institute a 
framework integrating creative and critical 
thinking skills into a college-preparatory school 
for neurodiverse learners,  by relying on empathy 
and innovation.





Departments

English

Mathematics

History

Science

Wellness & Fitness

Social Pragmatics

Remedial Language Tutorial



Revising Course Descriptions

“Perspectives is an advanced History elective unique to 
Middlebridge School, which is focused on an in-depth analysis of 
historical events and current global issues...The course emphasizes 
supporting opinions with facts, articulating ideas clearly to others, 
questioning frames of reference, and taking new perspectives.”





Process:
Ambiguities



Project X 
In addition to the curriculum guide and 
learning objectives, I have begun designing a 
program that is currently referred to as 
Project X.  Based on extensive research for 
this Capstone work, this program will ideally 
scaffold for students how to develop 
intellectual curiosity.

➔ What
Six weekly seminars and workshops 
spaced throughout the year, run by 
school administrators.

➔ Who
All 78 students will participate in 
weekly cycles.



Topics

Critical thinking and Problem Solving

Collaboration and Leadership

Initiative and Entrepreneurship

Assessing and Analyzing Information



Seminars

Week-long seminars will be inquiry-
based and taught by school 
administrators.  They will focus on 
critical thinking and problem solving, 
collaboration and leadership, and 

initiative and entrepreneurship.  All 
seminars are predicated on promoting 
self-efficacy.



Workshops

Additionally, workshops will 
integrated into the Project X program.  
Workshops will be broken into four 
parts. They will introduce a study skills 
strategy related to assessing and 
analyzing information, describe how it 

works, generalize and contextualize 
the skill, and provide practice 
opportunities for students to engage 
in.



What teachers are saying

It reinforces the 
tenet that we, as a 
community, work 
collectively to 
support the 
student.

Remedial Language Specialist

It keeps 
students active 
and aware of 
their own 
progress.
History Teacher

I want to underline 
the importance of 
metacognition and 
students taking on 
the responsibility of 
their own learning.

Math Teacher

Survey conducted February 2016



Product:
The Curriculum 

Guide



I have created a forty-six 
page curriculum guide and 
academic framework that 
incorporates 
metacognition, executive 
functioning, expressive 
language, receptive 
language, and critical 
thinking skills into each of 
our content-area 
disciplines.















Milestones

2015 2016

July 2015
Hired

October 2015
Created narrative 

evaluations, learning 

objectives, and grids as 

assessment tools

February 2016
Completed curriculum 

guide

September 2016
Project X Program will be 

instituted school-wide

November 2016
How can we improve?

December 2015
Promoted to Academic Dean 
(beginning Sept. 2016)



Taking myself 
seriously.



Future paths and 
directions
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Questions?


