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Writing Across Curriculum Module 5

My Multigenre Reaction to the Poem Prompt “DEFINITION OF MULTIGENRE IN THE SPIRIT OF MULTIGENRE by Tom Romano”
 

Multigenre transforms old forms and the “way things are done” 

even as convention pushes back and challenges, 

“Hey, how can you seriously write imaginatively?”

 

Multigenre answers, “How can I not write imaginative literature 

that is emotional driven, productive, seductive and has exactly four engaging questions 

(why not, what if, how about, where to), 

from the gold star variety, 

a tuneless lyric in which the writer serenades readers, 

invites them into a partnership and concludes with satisfied sighs 

as you see what I can do without my literary leashes?”

 

Not that conventional essays aren’t all right to write too.

But writing all ways is always what Multigenre is about.  

It opens a toy box to build a tool box. It plants seeds in clouds that propel waterfall dreams. 

It is the feast for the mind, Tabasco and jalapeño enhanced; the drink of thirsting hearts, refreshingly ice cold, then soothingly warm. 

Multigenre is the inner siren call of the idea “see” and the explorer’s treasured discovery.   

Conventional Reaction to Poem (the essay assignment):

The idea of multigenre writing has great potential in a Bible study.   Letters of advice and cartoons could present Proverbs while articles and journal entries could tell various Bible stories from different character perspectives.  Social action papers and children’s books would actually not just apply knowledge, but constructively create change and share information with others.  I-search would be facilitated best as mentoring or pair share projects and learning fairs would suit my church best as an online effort to reach out to the community.  Some of the “fun” ideas such as bumper stickers and graffiti in the required reading of Chapter Nine would be great side elements to use for Psalms (and something I know the class would enjoy) since we have already created bookmarks in the past as part of a lesson. 

Although I tend to be a substitute Sunday school teacher, any longer term instruction (four or five consecutive Sundays) would be ideal for me to integrate a lesson that includes multigenre writing projects.  If I could choose to implement my own, I would like to divide the class into four groups and give them the choice of one of seven letters to the churches at the beginning of Revelation.  

Each group would make a memo in the first week about the state of that church based on the Bible reading.  The following week the memos would be given to a different group who would follow up with a “Letter to the Editor” of what changes need to be made based on the memo.  The third week I would again Round Robin style pass the work of each group to the next (this would be both the memo from one group and editorial based on it), asking the new group to research and make an article about the background/culture of the church featured.  The fourth week I would pass on the article, editorial and memo so that the final Biblical assignment would be to write a journal entry together of “what happened next” based on the work provided by the other three groups.  

I would use some time during each class to discuss and share a little of each work so that all groups would learn more about each of the four chosen Bible passages/churches in the passages.  In the final (fifth week) I would ask them to apply this as a whole class to our own church—writing a "what is the state of the church" memo, then a "letter to editor" suggestions for change, creatively presenting where/how to research why church is as it is and finally, asking the class to write its perspective of the possible results as a group journaling exercise.

I was intrigued by the chapter reading of someone using twelve different writing genres for one topic, but worry that adult groups would not be as motivated (since there is no grade involved) to complete so many unless there were better and more immediate ties to personal life application.

